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In response to the high cost of Mediations and Due Process Hearings for families and school districts, I’ve had many discussions with a variety of districts’ decision-making administrators about changing the focus of my work to Alternative Dispute Resolution. 
I have always made every effort to work in a collaborative way with districts and service provider personnel when I’ve been hired by families who have, at times, already created a hostile relationship with a district.  Most administrators, and particularly, the district psychologists with whom I work most closely, would clearly choose the option of reaching an amicable  settlement on the local level for the sake of 1) saving time for case preparation as well as 2) significant attorney’s fees.  
With the introduction of the Resolution Meeting, I can honestly report that this is not perceived as a reasonable option to Due Process for my clients.  It means, to them, that they must meet once again, with the same administrators and faculty who they feel, did not respond to their needs, understand them nor meet them half-way over a duration of multiple meetings. Families perceive those meetings as unsuccessful and see Due Process is the only venue in which they can REALLY be heard.
I am recommending a less expensive and time consuming strategy for families and for districts, using the strategies of Alternative Dispute Resolution, about which I am very familiar.  After ten years on the peninsula and twenty years of work on behalf of children with special needs, I am knowledgeable about the services available for these children as well as the obligations and limitations of our school districts.
To provide Alternative Dispute Resolution in, suing the format of a Pre-Resolution Meeting, my fee  is $750 per day, regardless of the hours required to arrive upon a decision.  

I am contacting districts in Monterey County first, and will be expanding my practice as far south as San Luis Obispo and as far north as San Francisco at the first of February 2008.

Naturally, I will provide a contract confirming that I will not engage in meetings with clients about whom I have previous knowledge, nor will I accept families, as clients, with whom I have previously met in ADR.

I look forward to answering any questions regarding my ADR Meeting knowledge, experience with the Special Education System, professional relationships with service providers or nonprofits nearly everywhere in California.
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